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PSALM LX. 12. 


Through God we ſhall do waliantly : | For be 
it is that ſhall tread down our Enemies. 


FF you peruſe this Plalm, you will find it to be com- 
poſed of Mournful Complaints, of Humble Prayers, 
and of Joyful Exultations, Firſt; the Pious King com- 
| oem On God had caſh him and his people off, and 
| ſecatter d them, and was diſpleaſed with them, that is, 
that God had ſuffer'd: them to be defeated by their Enemies 
in Battle; for you may obſerve in the loth Verſe, that caffo 
ing of is Explain d by not going out with their Armies, God 
was pleas d to deny them — in their Martial Enterprizes, 
and to let them turn their backs upon their Enemies. Which 
afrer the Eſalmiſt had lamented, he took Coarage, by Faith 
ing that Succeſs and Victory ſhonld attend his For- 
ces forthe future. Thom haſt given 4 Banner, even a Trium- 
phal one, ſaith he, to them that fear' thee, v. 4. Wherefore he 
_ hnmbly Implores-this Mercy which his Faith had diſcover d, he 
ys that they may b delivered, and ſaurd with God's right 
nd, v. 5. That when they go forth againſt their Enemies 
they may be reſcue from their fury, and return Victori- 

ous; 


And now he Comforts and Encourages himſelf in the Pro- 
miles of GOD, God, (ſaith he) hath' ſpoken in his bolineſs, I 
will therefore rejoice, v. 6. And accordingly he breaks forth in- 
to theſe Joyful Ovations, I wi divide Shechem, and mete us 
the valley f Succor h. By which places Samæia is meant, and 
his dividing and meting them ſignify his Dominion over them. 
Gilead M mine, ſaith he, and Manaſſeh n mine, Ephraim alſo 
#% the-ſlrength of my head; Fhdah it my Lawgiver, v.7. Gilead, 
Manafſeh and Ephraim denote the Kingdom of 1{ae! : Thele 
are the ſtrength of his head, that is, his Chief ſtrength and 
defence in time of War. And then Fydah is added, which 
ſignifies the Kingdom of Judah: He calls it his Lamgiver with 
reference to the Prophecy of the — — and ao not de- 

rting from Fudah, denoting that to be the Royal Tribe. Now, 
proceeds to un Moab j my = | 
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pot, v. 8. Thar is, the People of Moab are ſubject to me; for to 
pour Water our of a Veſſel for the waſhing of an others Hands 
is the ſame as to be his Servant, 2 Kings 3. 11. Over Edem will 
I caſt out my Shae, That is, I will rake poſſeſſion of the Ter- 
ritories of the Edomites, and make them Tributary ro me; 
for looſing or plucking off the Shooe was a Ceremony uf 
of old in Contracts and making over Eftates : So here ir i 
uſed to fignify the Transferring the right and ſſeſſion of this 
) Country to David, and conſequently it is an Emblem of Sub- 
jugating and Enſlaving that People. Philiſtia, Triumph thou 
| becauſe of me, or over me, if thou canſt, for I conceive tis 
Elegantly here ſpoken in a Sarcaftick and Ironick way. Ho 
will bring me into the ſtrong City? Who will lead me into Edom? 
Wilt not thou, O Ged? v. 9, 10. Yea, thou certainly wilt give 
me, the dominion over the Edomites, and over all their Cities 
which ſeem'd ro be Impregnable. After he had thus and in 
other the like Words enconrag'd himſelf in GOD, he craves 
the Divine help and aid, without which all Humane Power 
and Force avail nothing, Give us help from trouble, for vain s 
the help of Man, v. 11. And then in the Words of my Text, 
he teſtifies his Truſt and Reliance on GOD, and frankly ac- 
knowledges that He alone can enable us to defeat and van- 
uiſh our Enemies whemoever we go our in Battle againſt. 
them : He only is the Diſpoſer and Giver of Victory: He 
only can direct us into the ſure way of obtaining it. Through 


we ſhall do valianely: For he it u that ſhall tread down our 


- 


Enemies, | | 54 | 
From which Words I will offer this ſeaſonable Obſervation, 
That it is the Preſence and Aſſiſtance of GOD alone that can 
make our Armies proſper, Or thus, Unleſs GOD vouch- 
ſafes to bleſs our Forces by Land and Sea, we ſhall not be a- 
ble to do valiantiy, and to tread down our Enemies, we ſhall 


not return with Succeſs and Victory. Here 1 will demon- 


ſtrate the Truth of this Propofition from the Reaſon of the 
thing it ſelf: And then I will ſhew what muſt be done on 
our re by way of Natural Conſequence : And in both I will 
direct to the ſureſt way of making our Armes Succeſsful. 
The former of theſe 1 will make good from theſe four follow- 
ing Conſiderations, © 1 14g thmandh v5 2.2 
I. A Main thing in an Army, in order to good Succeſs is 


a Good General, a Valiant Commander and Leader, It was 
| therefore ſaid of old that an Army of Hares, that bath a 


Lion for their Leader is better than an Army of Lions with a 
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Timerons Hare for their Captain. * A King or Chief Com- 
* mander's Preſence is of great Moment: And accordingly we 
read that the Macedonians, who had been formerly beaten, 
reſoly'd to carry their Infant-King into the Field with them, 
and ſo they did, and bis very Appearance inſpired them with 
Valour, and they routed the Foe, Yea, the very Reliques 
of a dead Prince or Commander are of great Force, as ap- 


# © pears from what is related of ⁊iſca's Skin-Drum, and from 


' what is ſaid of our King Edward the Firſt, that he bound his 
Son by Oath to take his Bones, after his Death, and carry 
them with him whenever he went to War with the Scots. 
Nay, the very Names of Great and Succeſsful Commanders 
have ſtruck Terror, as thoſe of Feſhua and Judas Maccabæus 
of Hunniades and Scanderbeg, of our Talbot in France, anc 
Duke D' A'va in the Low Countries, of EUGENE and 
MALBOROUGH in our Days. Thus we ſee what 
mighty Power and influence goes along with a Renowned 
Commander or Leader. Now, we cannot bur cbſerve that In 
the Stile and Language of Scripture G O D hath thefe very 
Appellation, to ſuggeſt to us that he is Succefsful, as well as 
Terrible in Bartle, and thar Vidtory muſt needs atrend his 
Preſence and Conduct. GO D was anciently acknowledg'd 
in the Thankſgivings of his People to be their Leader, as we 
ſee in that Triumphant Song of Moſes, Thou in thy Mercy 
haſt led forth the People which thou haſt Redeemed, thou haſt 
guided them in thy ſtrength, Ex. 15.13. And this is thar 
whieh GO D gracioufly promisd to his People, The Lord 
will go before you, Iſai. 52. 12. And concerning the Meſſias tis 
ſaid, I have given him for a Leader and Commander to the 
People, Iſai. 55.4. There cannot bur be Succeſs where an Ar- 
my is led on by ſuch a Commander and Captain. If we can 
ſay with that King of Judah, f Behold God himſelf n with us 
for our Captain, We may promiſe ourſelves that we ſhall, as 
that Prince did, vanquiſh the Enemies we fight againſt, The 
Infinite Power, the All. ſearching Wiſdom, and the Inexhan- 
ſtible Goodneſs of GOD are all engaged on our behalf, ſo 
that it is impoſſible we ſhould miſcarry. Our Conductor our 
Captain hath not the faults of a Fabius, or an Hanibal; he is 
neither too Slow, nor too Haſty. Tho we are weak and feeble, 
yet be is the Almighty GOD : Tho' we are ignorant and un- 
Skilfal,” yet he is Omniſcient; and tho our Guilt renders us 
Obnoxious, yet his Immenſe Love and Kindneſs will make 


-* Multum intereſt ut Rez in pralio prefens fit. Liv. f 2 Chron.” 
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him Propitious to us. Wherefore if he will vouchſafe to be 
and Guide, we ſhall march fecurely, we-ſhall fight 


oſperouſly, and we hall come off with Conqueſt. 
5 The next grand Thing which is requiſite to Succeſs and 


Victory in an Army, is that tbe Soldiers be Men of Valour and 


Reſolutson, that they engage with great Briskneſs and Vigour, 
and hold out 22 Courage to the End. Now, it 
is. Gods Preſence: and Aſſiſtance that muſt effect this. He a- 
lone can put Mertle and Spirit, Valour and Courage into the 
arts of Men, as he did into thoſe of Dauid's Worthies, and 


all thoſe excellent Champions in the ewiſh Wars, and thoſe 


Brave and Heroic Perſons: you read of in the Eleventh Chapter 
of the Epiſtle to the Hebrews, who. ſubdued hingdoms, ſtonned 


. the, mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, eſcaped the edge 


"the ſmord, aut of weakneſs became ſtrong, waxed valiant in 
tuned ta flight the armies of the. aliens, This was all by the 
Divine help, which at this Day is. able to effect the (ame. 
rumpets.and: Drums were invenced; and are made uſe of in 

ero.raile up Mens Courage, which yet very, often they 


are not able to do. But when the Lord God ſhall blow the umq- 


as he is * ſaid to do, it meer proves a vain Noiſe, an 
Es Sound, bur ſuch a one as infuſes real Courage and 
Magnanimity, and: ſtrikes. Terror into the hearts of the Ene- 
my. Captains were wont to make Speeches to their Soldiers 
to encourage them, and ſome we read have been very ſucceſ- 
ful in it: but they were only able to propound ſuch Arguments 
and Morives to them, as they thought would, be moſt preva- 
lent wuith Rational Men. It was the. Almighty alone who. 
efiefually. put Courage into their Hearts, and Powerfully 
ſtir d them uꝑ to quit themſelves like undaunted Warriors. 


On the contrary, what Fear and Amazement, what ſudden. 


Conſternation, hat Dread and Cowardize have poſſeſſd the 
minds of thoſe, whom, GOD hath, not ftir'd up? An Example 
ofthis we have ia the Iuhabitants of Fericho, hearing of the ap- 
proach. oß the Iſraelites; their hearts melted wit bin them, nei- 
tbar did thire ramain any mare Courage in any Man becauſe of 
tham, Fa. 2. 11, Hence it was that the Philiftines weile afraid 
and trembſed hen they were about to engage that People: for 
Felis come inte abe Camp, ſaid they, 1 Sem. 4. 7. That was 
ſuſßient ta terxify and appall even thoſe great bra uwny Eigh- 


ters. But che very ſame thing gives Spirit and Valour to the 


Servants ol che moſt High. They are ſo far from being Inti- 


* Iſai; 18. 3. Zech, g. 14. \ 


in our Military Affairs. 7 
They are actuated and envigorated by his Preſence and Gra- 
cious Influences: and then tis no wonder that both their 
Hearts and Swords are Edg d, and that the very Sight of che 
Enemy gives them Spirits, and that they prove Succeſsful and 
Victorious. 34 
Nor are we to think with * Machiavel that the'Chrift;an Re- 
ligion breaks and cows Men's Spirits, and enfeebles the ſtout 
and magnanimous, and hinders them from undertaking great 
and glorious Things, and that fince Chriſt's Time (as this Writer 
parricularly ſuggeſts) there have been no ſuch Couragious Sol- 
diers as Old Rome bred up. Which he attempts to prove from 
this Topick, t 3 directs us to a deſpiſing of this 
Life and all the Delights and Pleaſures of it, and promiſes re- 
ward ro Humility and Self-denial : whereas the Heathens va- 
lued their Lives at a high rate, and look d upon Worldly Ho- 
nour as the ir greateſt Good, and thereupon were ſtir d up to 
do greater and braver Things in the Face of the World than 
Chriſtians have done. But any Man may ſee that this way 
of Arguing may be eaſily retorted upon him; for if Chriftians 
make leſs account of the World than Pagans, then hey may 
fight the more Conragiouſly, as not being affraid to loſe their 
Lives. And then be they are ſure of a berrer and ne- 
ver · ceaſing Life hereafter, which even the wiſeſt and moſt 
improved Heathens had little or no Knowledge of. The 
Chriſtian Inſtitution therefore cannot be juſtly thought or ſaid 
to debaſe and enervate Mens Spirits, ro Emaſculate their 
Minds, for it is ſo far from doing this that it qualiſies the 
ſincere profeſſors of it for worthy and Noble Undertakings, 
and animates them with Courage and True Valour. If Un- 
daunted Suffering be a Token of Fortitude and Magnanimity, 
we are ſure that Chriſtians, of all Men in the World have gi 
ven the higheſt and moſt remarkable Proofs of them. The 
Primitive Saints who ſuffer'd all farts of Torments and 
Deaths under the Emperors of New Rome, gave ſuch convinc- 
ing demonſtrations of True Valour as are not to be paralleFd 
with any Examples of Old Rome's Courage, which Machiavel 
ſo much applauds. Indeed, ro ſpeak freely the Chriſtian Re- 
ligion is fo far from making Men Cowards, that no Man can 
be — * withour it. 1 — rag is r 
in Piety: no Man can on g grounds be Daring 
Ventrous unleſs he be truly Religions, Yea, a Man pro- 
feſſing Chriſtianity, if he be Vitious, cannot (properly 
ing) act Brayely, becauſe it is not Valour, but R and 
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8 The ſureſt Way of Proſpering. 
Unreaſonable Audacity, ro venture his Life (which is requiſite 
to a Conſummare Bravery) when he knows that by the ha- 
2arding of that he endangers his Happineſs, yea plunges him- 
ſelf into endleſs Miſery, But on the contrary, a Good, Man 
fights with confident Belief of his Future Bleſſednels, and 
knows that when be leaves this World, he ſhall be received ' 
into a far better. Though he pities the Folly of the miſtaken 

who are taught out of the Alcoran (which is their Bible) 
chat all that die in their Wars go immediately to Paradiſe, yet 
This he is aſſured of upon infallible Grounds that if a Perſon 
hearrily repents of his former Sins, and practiſes the contrary 
Vertues, and becomes a Good Man =; a good Chriſtian, if 
then he fights in a Good Gauſe and with a Good Conſcience, 
and dies in defence of his Religion and his Country, his Death 
will certainly be an inlet ro everlaſting Glory and Blils. 

I appeal to any Man of unprejudiced Reaſon whether this 
be not a Truer and Solider Spring of Courage, and a more 
forcing Motive to look Death in the Face, than any that a Vi. 
rious and Debauchd Man is capable of: Who Ruſhes like a 
Horſe into the Battle, falls on with a Brutiſh Valour, and 
12 throws away this Preſent Life of his, to be ſor ever 
Miſerable in another. Can you call this Valour 2 No: If you 
| ge right Names to things, you cannot. But a Religious 

a Vertuous Chriſtian is made vp of true Principles of 
Courage and Valour, he being always prepared ro die, and 
baving a Comfortable Expectation of a Bleſſed Immortality 
through the Meritorious Paſſion and Death of the Lord Jeſus. 
An Army of ſuch Men will prove Soldiers indeed; theſe, like 
that Great Famed Warrior, will ſcorn to ſteal a Victory; theſe 
Will ſtand, and endure the Shock, whilſt others ſeek their 

in their Heels : In a word, theſe will be bleſs'd 'with 
Victory from God, becauſe they had their Valour and Reſolu- 
tion from Him, 1.4" 5uyp | « 
III. Another great thing in order to Victory is Miſdom and 
Policy, and Skill to obviate the Enemies Councels, and defeat 
his Stratagems. It was obſerv'd long ſince that * the] Ver- 
tue and Efficacy of Winery; Men conſiſts in the wile Conncels 
and Contrivances of their Leaders. War is to be manag'd by 

Wir and Skill as well as Force: for Blunders in War are dan- 

erous and Fatal. Whence the Wiſe Pagans made the God- 
deſs of War and Hi dom to be the ſame. | Againſt our profeſs d 
Enemies thoſe Beaſts of Prey, we may lawfully uſe the Tra 
and Net as well as more Deſtpuctire Weapons. The Wi 
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dom of the Serpent (ſo ir be not of him who is tiled the Old 
Serpent) is commended by our Saviour _ himſelf. Honeſt 
Subtilty and Prudence are the Gift of God, and certainly they 
map be well employ d in Martial Affairs. Thus we read how 
dhe Holy Warriors mention d in the Bible * made uſe ſome- 
times of Feints, and Cunning Retreats and Counterfeit 
Web, and ſecret Ambuſhes, and other Wily Stratagems of 
ar | 
Now, we are fare that the All-Wiſe God can furniſh us with 
the beſt and moſt ſucceſsful Maxims of Policy, and be can 
outwit and infatuate the Councels of 2 and defeat 
all cheir deep layd Projects. We have a 22 and peremptory 
Text for this in Iſaiab 8. Aſſvcsate yourſelves, O ye People, and 
ye ſhall be broken in pieces : Taks Counſel — and it ſhall. 
come to nought : ſpeak the word, and it ſhall not ſtand, for God 
s with us, Here we are aſſured chat the Cabals and Cona- 
ſels of thoſe who ſtudy the Ruin of G O D's People, . ſhall 
be rendred Ineffectual ; and the Reaſou of it is annex d, 
namely, becauſe God ; with them: GOD who is able to Coun- 
termine all the cloſe and dark Contrivances, all the Craf 
Machinations of their Adverſaries. We cannot but ex 
that the Military Enterprizes of theſe latter will favour of 
all the Wit and Invention they are Maſters of: But the All- 
knowing and Wiſe G OD, is able ro ſound and gauge their 
deepeſt Devi to unravel their cloſeſt Deſigns, to unmask 
all 25 hidden Intrigues, to in them in their own Ma- 
Zcs, to Alain and confound their moſt Concerted Poli- 
cies and Stratagems. He that confiders this, muſt needs con- 
| clude that thoſe whom GOD appears for in their Warlike 
Undertakings, ſhall aſſuredly Proſper. 
IV. Where GOD goeth, * is always an Army preſent. 
at and ——— Hoſt. All the Creatures of . the 
Univerſe ſtand ready to fight his Battles: And ſo it is ne 
wonder that Victory and Conqueſt wait upon thoſe who are 
on his fide. Firſt, there is the Glorious t Hoſt of Heaven ever 
attending him, and which he can command at his pleaſure. 
The Angels, who are call'd the Army of. Heaven. and 145 Hes. 
venly Hoſt, are his — — Artendancs..; Theſe Miniſtring Spi- 
* cbey are .employ'd for rhe Service of ihe Saints, 10, 
a are ſent. ro do Execution on the Wicked, and PACUC-: 
lat on thoſe 1 Forces which GoD deſigns to RE 
vert how, Thus one ſingle Angel in a Night ſtruck 
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above a Hundred and Fourſcore Thouſand Men in the Hoſt 
of the 4ſſrians. What havock and ſlaughter then could a 
Whole Army of thoſe Spirirs have _ ? From e we read 
J Ange Michael in Dan. 10. 13. it may Collected 
tht theſe Celeſtial Squadrons do aid and affiſt the Righteous, 
KT: fight for them, and that they are Commiſſioned to be 
Execurioners of the Vengeance on their Enemies. The 
_ may be gather d David's Prayer againſt bis Ene- 
es in Pla). 35. 5, 6. Let them he turned luck and brought to 
725 75 char deviſe nly lurt; let them be as chaff before the 
id let the Angel of the Lord chaſe them, And again, 
let WM gel of the Lord Perſecute them. It is not to be que» 
00's N that it is ſo at this Day: This Angelica! Hoſt is al. 
ys ready to fally forth out their Here Manſions to 
rake rt of thoſe who are favour d by GO, and to ap- 
| pear in Bane againſt their Enemies: Upon which account 
the Servants, of GOD are Bieſſed with Succeſs in War. 
Again, kn Sun and Moon, and other Planers and Stars 
ate in the Stile of Scriprure calld * 4% Hoſt of Heaven, and 
theſe likewife are fomerimes” Militant in behalf of "thoſe 
whoſe welfare is defign'd by GO D. Joſhua, the Famous 
| General of che Melis gave the Word of Command to the 
Two Great Luminaries of Heaven, 57%. 10. 12. Sum, ſtand 
then fill apon Gibeon, in thy furious March make a halt, chat 
thou mayſt afford us thy Hebt as long as we are fighting in this 
| place; and thouMoon in the valley of —— — and bring 
not Night with-thee, till oy —— nemies here. 
And thefe Heavenly Bodies were piety obedem to the 
Command, as we read in the next e Sim ftood ftill, 
Aud the Moon ftay thuntifthe People had aven 38 ups. 
75 Enemies. And this was ſo Remark; Memo. 
5 an Otcurence that it was inſerted into e n Chro- 
n 


cles, Ts nor this written in the Book "of Jaber? So the Sun 
d Ball, in the midſt of Heaven and 2 mot to go down about 
a whole day: And i here wus no diy like that, for 4 Lord foug he 
for Hrael: Ne fought for them by Prolonging the Pay 17 an 
unuſpal leopth, by this was effected hy. 5 the Courſe of 
rhe 125 bo 9 wg that ar other” © Hick a Diurnal 
| es its Pending N. e been a 
9 55 ee 


reſt les 
36s general cdurſe w 8 p1mh . me) wolth 


is very plain.. 
404 if . fay . this Ar 5 45 


e The Sün was only a 
Senn thi ing, and chat property ke raking it was the — 
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that ſtood ſtill, and not the Sun; dy ſuch an Interpretation as 
this you run into theſe rwo Abſutdicies : Firſt, that the Hiſto- 
ry of the Bible, when it plainly relates matter of Fact, and 


9 


28 plainly repexts it (as in the preſent Cale) is not to be at- 
ended to: 


85 And Secondly, that Miracles (for of this nature the 
n's ſtanding {kill is here ſuppoſed r0 be) may be only Seeming, 
and not Real. Till. theſe two Difficulties fully be auſwerd, 
(which I never yerſaw done) one won'd be ſomewhar enclin'd 
to be of opinion that the Suns Motion was really hindred and 


retarded in Feſhua's time, to favour the Armies of the 1/r4e- 


lites, | 
And tho' we are not to expect any ſuch thing now, yet ix 
is to be granted that this Gtoricus Luminary * by ns fa- 
vourable Influence and Aſpect contribute in ſome meaſure to- 


ward Conqueſt. Vea, we read that by its Abundant Light 


it hath done this, thro the direction of Divine Providence: 
Thus in the famous Battle at Creſſie between the French and 
Engliſh, the defeat of the former might partly be aſeribd 
to the Sun's ſhining ſo dire Kly in their Faces in the time of 


the fight that their Eyes were dazled, and they could not 
ſee how to 4 — 5 with their Enemies. In 1 Inſpired 


Hiſtory we read that The Stars fought from Heaven, in their 
curſor they fought free, Siſev, Jadg. 5, 39. Which thay 
may be ſaid ro do by their proper and pecuhar Aſpects, z 

by producing ſuch Morions as were ſervie le rowards the 
diſcomfiting of Siſera's Army, ER = the Jewiſh Hi- 
ſtorian on this Hiſtorical paſſage tells us that there was a great 
fall of Ram and Hail when the Bartle was begun, and a grear 
Mind aroſe which blew theſe in the Faces of the Canauanites 


and almoſt blinded them: Which was ſuch a hindrance to 


1221 


them in their fighting that the Iraelites got the Victo- 


"Which reminds me of mentioning further thoſe Noted Meteors 
which by GO D's Providence have been made made uſe of 
in Battle, and ate deſervedly to be numbred amongſt G O D's 
Hoſt. Thus he fought for the Iſrae/ites by a ſtrong EAG. 
Wind which drove the Red-ſea-back, and divided it into parts, 
Ex. 14.21. Pfal. 136-13. Twelve Parts, ſay the Fews according 
to the number of the Tribes, that every particular Tribe might 
paſs in a diftin& park by itſelf. He foughr againſt the Armi 
of the Amorites with an other ſort of Artillery, The Lord 
down great Stones from Heaven upon them, "and they died: The * 
were more that died with Hailſtones than they whom the Children of 
Ws kl LO 
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Vrael flew with the Sword, Joſ. 10. 11. He deſtroy d the Hoſt 
ot the Philiſtines by tbundiing with a great thunder upon ti em, 
1 Sam. 7. 10. And it is well known why that part of the N. 
man Army under the Emperor Aurelius, which conſiſted of 
Chriſtians, was call d the Thundring Legion. In that Stupen- 
dious Expedition of the Spaniards at Sea in Eighry Eight, the 
TVinds and the Waves fought for us, and againſt our Proud 
Foe : Even by theſe they were made to know t hat their Great 
Armada did not merit that haughty Title which. they beſtow d 
nir. And if we will be Impattial (as we ought to be) 
we muſt not be backward to own that the — 1 bath 
fought againſt Vs lately by Violent Winds and Prodigious 
Srorms and Tempeſts both at Land and Sea, and the diſmal 
effects of it we feel at this very Day. 4 
But rhe Creatures which have Life and Senſe (tho never 
ſo weak and contemptible in themſelves) are more eſpecially 
G O D Hof, which he employs as Miniſters of his Wrath 
and Vengeance: Thus G OD himſelf ſtileth the Locnſts, 
the Canker-worm, the Caterpillar, and the Palmer-worm his 
Great Army, Joel 2. 25. For theſe little deſpicable Creatures 
made as great a Ravage and Spoil in the Land whither they 
were ſent, as if ſome Mighty Army had invaded it: Of which 
ou have a lively deſcription in that Second Chapter of Joel. 
Before this we read of other Armies of the like ſort, as of 
Flies and other Inſefts which GOD ſent againſt the Egyp- 
ri uns to plague and rorment them. GOD promiſed his Peo- 
ple the ſracſites that he would make way for them into Ca- 
aan by ſending Hornets, which ſhould as it were Dragoon 
the Inhabitants, and expe! them thence, Ex. 23. 28. and we 
find it accompliſh'd in Fo; 24. 12. In time of War there have 
been Sieges rais'd by the violence of theſe and the like Sting- 
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1 ing Animals: Thus we read in * Theodoret that upon the 


rr erer * 
77 


Prayers of a Good Man an Army of the Perſizns was repuls d 
from the” Walls of a Town which they had inveſted, 
merely by the multitude of theſe Creatures. Other Sieges 
have been broken up by great ſwarms of Bees, as 4 O/orius 
and | Camerarius relate. 

Thus GOD is che Lord of Hoſts, as he is tiled a hundred 
times in the Holy Scriptures: And you ſee what are thoſe 
Hofts and Armies which he is Lord of, and what is that vaſt 
Train of Artillery that goes along with them, We may juſtly 
ſay with thar Good Man, Fob 25. 3. Is there any number of hy 
- © Armies? There is an Innumerable Company of Angels, a 


n+ a. 
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Multitude of Celeſtial Bodies, and vaſt Throng of Creatures 
both Animate and Inanimate in the lower World, who in re- 
ſpect of their O-der, and their Obedience to the Divine Com- 
mand are fitly cal'd GOD's Hoſt, and are all ready at a 
Word to execute his will and pleaſure. If we be careful to 
obey GOD's Laws, all theſe Forces fight for us, theſe Auxi- 
liaries of Heaven are on our fide, But if we wilfully tranſ- 
greſs, this formidable Hoſt ſhall be engag'd againſt us. 
Thus on ſeveral Accounts we ſee the Propoſition made 
good, chat it is the Preſence and Aſſiſtance of GO D, that 
makes our Armies proſperons and ſucceſsful. Then that of 
the Prophet Feremiah may be truly ſaid, They ſhall fight againſt 
thee, but they ſhall not prevail againſt thee, for I am with thee, 
faith the Lord, Jer. t. 19. And He being with us, we may 
truly pronounce what Eliſha ſaid to his Servant, they that be 
with us are more than they that be with them, All the Creatures 
above and below fight for us; yea, when GOD is with us, 
our very Enemies ſhall be on our de. Of which we have an 
Inſtance in 2 Chron, 20. 23. The Children of Ammon and Moab 
ſtood up againſt the inhabitants of Mount Seir, utterly to ſlay 
and deſtroy, them : And when they had made an end of the in- 
habitants of Seir, every one helped. to deſtroy an other. It is not 
to be marvell'd at, that Fehoſaphat and his People had the bet- 
rer af their Enemies, when they deſtroy d one another, and. 
fell by Mutual Wounds among themſelves. This and all 
that I have ſaid before is the happy fruit and conſequence of 
GO D's being Preſent with us in Battle. Tro him we ſhall 
do valiantly : It j He that ſhall tread down our Enemies. 
Wherefore in the firſt place ler us be very apprebenfive 
of this Great and Important Truth: Ler us bave a deep re- 
verence of G OD's preſiding in War. Men are nor ſo af. 
fected with this as they onghr. Their general practice bears 
Witneſs to this: For in this preſent Poſture of Affairs, when 
we with other Nations are ſo greatly concern'd in Martial 
Undertakings, how few are there that have any impreſſions 
of This Doctrine (which I have been treating of) on their 
Minds? We talk of Fighting, and wiſh well ro our Allies, 
and we are willing ro ſupport the War with our Purſes. We 
would perſwade ourſelves that our Men and Money will not 
miſcarry, and we hope to ſee a good end of theſe Boiſterous 
Times. But where are the Men that own GOD to be the 
Great Diſpoſer and Moderator of theſe Wars? In whoſe 
Mouths do yon hear this acknowledg'd, that he Prefides oyer 
all Martial Affairs? Who among us ſpeaks the Language of 
N f * : * my 
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ty Text, Tbrugb God we [ball do valiantly. He 5t n that ſhall 
Head don on-. Enemies. We ate forward to boaſt of our own 
Rfetgrh and valdux, but we forget that theſe are vain and 
Alelels withoitt the Preſence and Aid of the Almighry. This 
ba great and inexcuſable fauk, and I am affraid we have 
fared the worſe for ir. 4 | 
Ler we intreat you therefore to correct this groſs mil- 
carriage for the future, and in your Words and behaviour to 
make an open recoghition of chis Grand Maxim, that GOD 
is de Lord of Hoſts, that all our Succeſs in War depends up- 
his gobd pleaſure, and that our Forces can never return 
Forions, and bring Peace with them without his particular 
Concurrence and nr Urge this neceſſary Doctrine up- 
on Your Minds and Con ciences; and let me tell you, You can 
never do it more ſeaſonably than Now. Aſſure your ſelves 
and others that G O D's Providence is eminently and viſibly 
{eh in the managing of War: He is the Great Moderator of 
— em Conductor of Forces, and he only can give 
| yo in Battle. Hence it was that under the Moſaic Low 
e Prieſts, the Immediate Miniſtets of GOD, were par- 
 ricnlatly concern'd in the Wars, and commanded to attend 
pon them, Numb. ro. 9. And one certain Prieſt was choſen 
it from the reſt, and appointed oh purpoſe to blow the 
arlike Trumpet, to and an Alarm, and to make a Pa- 
ehietick Exhörtation to the Soldiers (che heads of which 
yo ave in Deut. 20: 2.) ro mir them up to fight with 
the utmoſt courage and vigour. is Prieſt was call d by the 
Feng (3% a Learned Few, tells us) * che Military Meſſiah, 
| 175 er t: 


he Perſon Anointed, i, e. Set apart for the Mar. Which plain- 
y ſhetvs that the Campaign was open'd and began with Re- 
_ ligior 8 GOD Himtelf is concern d in Barzle, and that 
he is the Great Govechor of War; otherwiſe he would not 
have commanded his Prieſt to officiate on ſo r2ugh an occa- 
fion. _ And this appears likewiſe from the devoting of Wea- 
Pons of War to GO D, and dedicating che Spoils ro his Ho- 
nour : Thus we read that David laid up Gohahs Sword in the 
Tabernacle, as a Trophy of Victory gain'd by the Divine 
aſſiſtance. And in the Apacryphal Writings we read that all 
the Stuff of Holofernes's Tent was dedicated by Fudith (chat 
Varlike Woman) as a Gift unto the Lord. Yea, that this 
was the practice of the Pagans alſo, is evident from what we 
find recorded concerning the Philiſtines, viz. that they depoſi- 
6ꝙœg)ʃdg ; — — —— 
„eee MUD Ad bellum infur. Haimonid, in Chele Mik- 
daſh. | 1 Sam. 3. 2. [ | | * 
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ſired the Ark (which they had taken in Battle) in the Temple 
of Dqgon, and that aftetwards upon defeating the Heli 
Army, they bung up the Arms of King Saul in the Tem. 
ple of Afptaroth; thereby acknowledging that their Gods 
were the Givers of Victory. And 1 remember. Xengplon re- 
lares in the Life of Cyrus (that Famous Warrior) that wt 
ein, was one of bis Military Vatchwords. among bis? 
diers in the Camp, roacquaint them that GOD, was inzerek 
in their Martial Encerprizes ; and Aude He faugle with or 
for them, they could not expect to be Victorions. And ia, 
the fame place tis there added that I is not multitude gor 
Force in any Army, but GOD that gives the Vitary, 

And this appears plainly from matter of Fact; for the Al- 
mighty hath ftrangely interpoſed in Battles, and by his Os 
ruling Power and Wiſdom the Great Councels of VVat have 
been baffled, and the Mighty Caprains have been defeated, 
and vaſt Armies have been de ſtroy d by Unaccountable Acci- 
dents (I call them fo in reſpect of w) a Numereus and Puiſe 
ſant harh been ſcatter d by Ualook d for Orcurrences, 
A Learned Man of our Church will furniſh yan with plenty 
of Notable Inſtances of this ſort, in his Second Valume. on the 
Creed. Book the 6th, where that Judicious V Vriter gives us 
a relation of ſeveral Modern Battles, wherein G O Ds Pre- 
ſidiog in VVar hath been very viſible and remarkable. He 
recounts ſeveral Unuſual Events that have happn d, and diſ- 
appointed the Force of Great Armies: He eus how Victo- 
ry ha th ſtrangely enclined to a fide in- an unlikely manner. 
We gurſelves have heard that the uvex pected Throw of 4 Nπ¹ 
gain d the day in one Campaign, and loft it in another, and 
ſo decided the controverly between two IVES Armies, 
Let us then Religionfly ſubſcribe to this Truth, that God is 
the Supreme Dilppſer of Martial Conpſels and Exploits, and 
let us look for Succeſs from his Preſideneꝝ and Influence over 
them 10 80 


In the Second Place, as we defire a Bleſſing on our Land 
and Naval Forces, as we wiſh they may be Succeſsful and Vi- 
Corious, ler it be our chief care and endeavour that GO, 
who is the Great Over-Ruler and manager of VVar (as you 
have heard) may be preſent with them, and go forth with 
them ro Battle, Vain n the 25 of Mn, vain axe all our Ar- 
med Forces without his Powerful Aſſiſtance. We are about this 
time by the Providence of GOD. preparirg to meet an 
— — — — — — — 
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Implacable and Bloody Enemy in the Field and on the VVa- 
ters : Thar we may do ir with Succeſs, we muſt be chiefly 
ſollicirous that GO D would vouchſafe us his Preſence : 
For this is the ſureſt way to return in Triumph. Chooſe 
GOD for your Captain and Conduct, who alone is able to 
inſpire you with Courage and Valour. My Brethren, this 
which — concerns you all. Every one of you muſt 
be doing ſomething in this Troubleſom and Perillous Time. 


29 * 
29 


You muſt act what you can towards the forwarding the Suc- . 


ceſs of our Military undertakings. And if you” ask, Mya: 


is to be done, the Anſwer to this VVeighty Query is in theſe 


four Particulars, - - | 

I. If you would have GOD to go out with your Ar- 
mies, and thereby have a period pur to the Dangerous Wars, 
obtain it by earneſt and conſtant Prayer, by pouring out your 
Deſires and Supplications before him. Whileſt Foſhua was 
fighting in the Valley, Moſes was lifting up his Hands in 


Prayer on the Hills, by the ſame token chat whilſt he did ſo, 


the Hoſt of 8 againſt Ama/ck, Whilſt Samuel 
cried unto the Lo 
1 Sam. 7. 9. Sc. This was King Aſs practice when be was 
going to give Bartle ro his Enemies, 2 Chron. 14. 11. and it 
ved ſuccesful. 'So you read thar Feho/aphat pray'd his Foes 
dead upon the ſpot, 2 Chron. 20. 5, 24. And Hezekiab by ear. 
neſt Prayer ferch'd down an Angel to deſtroy the Ari an: 
who were coming againſt him, 2 Kings 19. 15, 35. And as 
this was the practice of the Fews, ſo it was no leſs of the Chi 
tian Churches in all Ages fince they were founded: They 


for Iſrael, the Philiſtines were ſubdned, 


ventur d not to fight, unleſs they firſt invoked the Aid of the _ 


Almighty. We are inform'd by Tertulian that the Primitive 
Chriftians ſupplicated Heaven that the Emperors might, among 
other Bleſſings, have * Strong and Valiant Armies. We con- 
tinually beſeech G OD, ſaith 1 Cyprian, and pour out our 
Prayers to him that our Enemies may be defeated. And an- 
other of the Antients tells us that the Chriſtians pray'd for 
Mercy and pardon for thoſe who fought for them. For 
this purpoſe Solemn Times of Publick Praying and Faſting 


have been ſet apart by the Rules of the Church, and every 
t 


one in private hath thought it his duty to cry mightily unto 
GOD for his Aid and Aſſiſtance. * 1 n 15 F 

— — — Fr —— c 
- * Precantes ſemper ſumus pro omnibus Imperatoribus exercitus fortes. 
Apolog. cap. 30. + Pro arcendis hoſſ ibus rogamus ſemper y — 5 


_ * 


tur exercitibun Arnob. lib. 4. 
% » + * | : : | 8 The 


—— 44 


 dimbs.. Epiſt. ad Demenrian. Summus oratur deus, & veniz poffula- 


in our Military Affairs. 6 
The Reaſon is becauſe GOD is the GOD of Battle, 
and the Lord of Hoſts: And Deliverance and Victory are 
from him alone. On this ground we are oblig'd to look up 
uncovhe moſt High, and to implore his direction, aid and 
aſſiſtance in time of War. Men T ery. unto thee, laith the 
Pſalmiſt, then ſhall mine enemies turn back: Thu I know, fer 
GOD * for me, Plal. 56. 9. G OD will certainly take 
our part, if we call upon him in ſincerity, and lift up pure 
Hands unto him. Betake your ſel ves then at this time to your 
roper Duty, that is, be very earneſt in your Prayers and 
En unto GOD : Beg of him that he would be 
pleas d to go forth with our Armies and our Navies, that he 
would teach their Hands to war, and their fingers to fight, that 
he would gird them with ſtrength unto the Battle, and ſubdue 
unaer them thoſe that riſe againſt them. Prayers are our beit 
Forces and Weapons (and ſo they were * amiently ftiktd) in 
time of War. As long as the direful (ound of the Warlike 
Trumpet is heard, as long as the Bloody Sword is-unſhearh'd 
among us, we are concern'd to make uſe of theſe: We muſt 
pray Day and Night for a Bleſſing on the Enterprizes of thoſe 
who are ſent to fight for us. | „tba 
II. If you are really deſitous to have G OD, the Lord 
of Hoſts to go forth with your At mies, do not place our 
Confidente in them, rely not on the Arm of fleſh. This is that 
which hath undone many a hopeful Band of Men; namely, 
their Vain Confidence and Preſumption, their Truſting in 
their Number and Power, and Deſpiſing their Enemies that 
came againſt them. This blaſted the mighty Hoſt of the Phi- 
liſtines: They look d and ſpoke Big, they inſultingly vaunted 
their Great Champion, and he with a moſt unſufferable in- 
ſolence defied the Armies of the Living GOD: And there- 
fore the Incenſed Majeſty of Heaven made ir the juſt recom- 
— of their Inſulting that a poor feeble Stripling ſhould 
Me thar Unwieldy Giant, and put their whole Army to 
flighr. It was this that overthrew the vaſt AHrian Forces 
which came againſt the Fews, eſpecially thoſe in King He. 
zekiab's time. When Sennacherib boatted againſt} rhe Lord 
and his People that He wat come up with the” multitude of 
bis Chariots to the hei gib of the Mountains; 0 the ſides of Le- 
banom and that he would cut down ebe tall Cedars thereof, and 
the choiſe Firs :thereof,, and enter into the lodging ef his borders, 
and inr» the Foreſt of by Carmel, when he gloried that” be had 
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digzed, and drunk ſtrange waters, and with the ſole of his Feet 
had dried up all the Rivers of beſieged places, then prelemly you 
hear the Doom of this Daring Warrior from the Mouth of 
the moſt High, + I will put my Hook into thy Neſe, and my bri- 
dle in thy 1 5 and I will turn thee back by the way which thou 
cameſt : And accordingly: you read that an Executioner from 
Heaven was diſpatchd to deſtroy the great Inſuiting Hoſt : 
and he effectually did it in one Niꝑbt. | JETT 

In Prophane Story Xerxes, the Famous Perſian Monarch, 
ſeems ro be this Proud and Vaunting Man's Parallel: We are 
told that he came into Greece with an Army that confiſted of 
above a Million of fighring Men, the greateſt that ever was 
heard or read of, and his Boaſting was proportionable to 
thoſe Numbers : He challeng'd or threatned every thing all 
the way he went, and tis ſaid he ſent a Chartel of Defiance 

to the Mount Athos. And ar Sea as well as on the Land he 
proclaimꝰd his exceſſive Confidence and Pride, for he preten- 
ded to fetter the Helleſpont, and caus'd the Waves to be whipt 
and chaſtiſed, to teach them to do obeiſance to Him and none 
elſe. Wbat did not this Arrogant Prince promiſe himſelf, 
who had ſuch a Vaſt Army at his command ? But how ſhorr 
did he and they fall of what they expected, and of what they 
boaſted of? In a little time this unheard of Multitude of Ar- 
med Men was ſcatter d and defeated by a handful of Grecians, 
and he himſelt was put to his ſnifts, and glad to make his eſcape 
in a poor Fiſner · boat. bn Son UI nis yt ont 
I might deſcend to latter times and remind you of the Span; 
Bravado's in Eighty Eight: No Men were mote ſure, in their 
own opinion, of Succeſs and Victory, and none diſcover'd 
it more by their immoderate Boaſtings: But we have cauſe 
to remember with Thankfulneſs that their Great and Formi- 
dable Navy, and all their Warlike Proviſions and Prepara- 
tions, in which they ſo much Truſted, prov'd Ineffectual, 
in ſtead of being, as they vainly brag d, Invincible. And 
did not the French experience ſomething of this nature the 
llaſt Campagn but one in the Netherlands, when it was obſerv d 
that they came out of their Lines, and provoked the Confe- 
derates to fight, contrary to their wonted practice, and like- 
wiſe appear d before Barcelona and Turin with an Elation of 
Mind unbecoming Mortal Creatures, and vauntingly expreſs d 
their Aſſurance of Victory in the foreſaid places ? And have 
Vs nothing to anſwer for of this kind? Did not eur extraor- 
dinary Succeſs and the ill Turn of the Enemies Affairs puff 
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us up, and at the ſame time make us Remiſs and Careleſs, 
and cauſe us to deſiſt from our former Vigilancy and Appli- 
lication ? So that this ſeems to be a natural Cauſe of our 
1 and Loſſes afterwards : Beſides that we were 
Judiciouſly puniſh'd by GO for our Exceſſive Confidence 
and Security. | 14606 oat 
If we hope then to ſucceed for the future, let us not reſt 
on our own Strength, let us not be preſumptuouſly Conſident 
of the Number or Gallantry of our Soldiers, who are 
employ'd in the ſervice of their Country. I find ir to be 
a Military Maxim, That we are not to deſpiſe and think too 
meanly of our Enemy. I apply it now in a Theological 
way : Boaſt not of your Armies or your Fleet, Truſt not in 
your Martial Proviſions. I am affraid' we are ſtill guilty of 
this Boaſting roo much. We know the Enzl;p Valour, and 
what part of the World doth not know it? Fulius Ceſar, who 
firſt attempted to invade this Nation, had Experience of it, 
and fled from the Britiſh Shoar faſter than he came towards 
it. It was rwo Hundred Years (namely from that Emperor to 
Domitian) before the Romans were able to vanquiſh this whole 
Iſland. The beſt Writers applaud the Britiſh Valour, and 
freely own that the Britains were not inferior to the Romans, 
nor Caſſibelan or even Boadicia (a Woman) to Ceſar. And 
erer ſince, Valour ſeems to be entailed on this Nation, and 
we inherit it from our Anceſtors, But that which I requeſt 
of you is this, that you would own it and mention it in a due 
and decent way, and as becomes good Chriſtian Men. Learn 
to renounce all Dependance and Reliance on your Proweſs, or 
any Humane Power and Strength whatſoever, accord ing to that 
of the Pſalmiſt, I will not truſt in my Bow, neither ſhall my 
Sword ſave me, Plal. 44. 6. And in an other place he gives 
the Reaſon of this, There n no King, ſaith he, ſaved by, the 
multitude of an Hoſt * A mighty Man u not delivcred by much 
ftrength. 4 Horſe j 4 vain thing for ſafety : Neither ſhall he de- 
liver any by hi great ſtrength, Pſal. 33. 16, 17. Boaſt not then 
of your Military Forces: Be not fo fooliſh, as well as pro- 
phane, ro Truſt and Rely on theſe, Leſt you deſervedly feel 
2 effect of that Execration, Curſed is he that makgth Fleſh 
Arm. ER . 


III. As you muſt not confide in Men or any Worldly and 
Fleſhly aid, ſo, on the other fide, that you may be Bleſſed 
with Succeſs, you ought ro truſt and Rely on GOD. With 
the uſe of Lawful means you muſt ever joyn Faith in GOD's 
Providence, in his Power, a oi and Wiſdom, and _ his 
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other Attributes. The Sword of be Lord and of Gideon muſt 
$0 together. GOD helps by the Hand of Man: And there- 
Te this latter ought not to be neglected, yea irmvſt carefully 
be made uſe of. But it is the former which we muſt truſt ro 
and depend upon. That is our Main Stay and Support in the 
Day of Battle. Having then beg'd the Divine Bleſſing (which 
was the firſt thing 1 directed you ro) and having renounced 
all Confidence in your ſelves (which was the ſecond) it remains 
now that you truſt wholly in the Divine Help and Aſſiſtance, 
that you devolve the whole event and iſſue on GOD's Provi- 
dence. David told that Monſtrous Giant of Gath, that he came 
unto him in the name of the Lerd of Haſts: That was his Armour 
of proof, and with that he became a Conqueror. If we at 
this time put on the ſame Armour, we ſhall be as Succeſsful. 
If we go forth in the Name of the Lord of Hoſts, and place 
our affiance and confidence in him, theſe Philiſtines whom we 
encounter ſhall be delivered as a Prey into our Hands. 
Tou may ſatisfy your ſelves from 2 Chron. 13. 18. that Faith 


aud Reliance on GOD procure Victory, and that the con- 


trary carries Defeat with it: The Children of Iſtael were broughe 
under at that time, and tle Children of Fudah prevailed, becauſe 
they relied upon the Lord God of their Fathers, This Reliance is 
affign'd here as the Cauſe of the Good Succeſs of the latter, 
andthe Want of ir is given as the reaſon why the former ſuc- 
. cecded nor. To this purpoſe let us obſerve the Admirable 
Prayer of King A/, when a vaſt Army of the E:hiopians came 
our againſt him, and had fer the Battle in array againſt him, 
2 Chron. 14. 11. Helps, O Lord our God, for we Reſt on thee, 
and in Thy Name we go againſt ths multitude, O Lord, thou 
art God, let not Men prevail againſt Thee. This was the lan- 

uage of Faith: Here was an Emire Truſting on GOD: 

Ind Succels ſoon follow'd it, as you read in that Chapter. 
Zur oblerye the Contrary in the ſame Perſons afrerwards, 
2 Chron. 16. 7,8. where you find that a Prophet was ſent by 
GOD to King A with this plain Meſſage, Becauſe thou haſt 
relied on the T5 of Sy-ia, and not relicd on the Lord thy God, 


therefore the Het if the King of Syria eſcaped out of thy hand. 


And then referring to what was the behaviour of King Aſa, 
before, he adds, Mere not the Ethiopians and the Lubims a 
kuge Hoſt, with very many Chariots and Horſemen ? Tet becauſe 
than didjt rely on the Lard, he delivered them into thy hand. 
Yay. fee what Aﬀance and Truſt in GOD did, and what 
the Contrary procured, | 
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From the ſeveral Inſtances you may make the Fſalmiſt s, In- 
ference, It is better to truſt in the Lord then to put confidence 
in Man; it is better to truſt in the [ord then ti put confidence 
in Princes, Plal. 118. 8, 9. It is more ſafe and advantageons 
for us to rely on GOD than on any Humane help whatſo- 
ever. The Eleventh Chapter of the Epiſtle ro the Hebrews 
ſets forth rhe Wonderful Effects of this Faith, and particular. 
ly as to Martial Attempts. By Faith t he Walls of Fericho (Be- 
ſieged by the People of G O D) fell down, v. 30. Faith was 
their beſt Engine of Battery. Thro Faith the holy Warriors 
of old ſubdued Kingdoms, waxed valiant in fight, and turned 
to flight the Armies of the Aliens, v. 33, 34. 

Let ns then exerr our Faith in a more ſignal manner at this 
time. Ard to excite and incourage it, let us place in our view 
GOD's former Kindneſſes and Favours to us, as Pledges of 
future ones. Let us reflect on what he hath done for this Na- 
tion hererofore, how he hath ſhewd himſelf the Lord of 
Hoſts ; and ler this cheriſh and fortify our Faith. he Lord 
that delivered us out of the paw of the Lion, and out 'of 
the paw of the Bear, will deliver us out of the Hand of the Phi. 
liſtine; that Uncircumciſed Philiſtine, who hath violently and 
barbarouſly chas d the poor Proteſtants out of his Dominions, 
and now ſeeks to deſtroy all of that Name thro' out the World. 
Bur our help is in the Name of the Lord, who made Heaven 
and Earth: His Name 1s a ſtrong Tower ; we will run into 
it, and be ſafe, We will comfort and encourage ourſelves as - 
Philo did his Country- men after his return from Rome, where 
he bad been evilly entreated by the Emperor Caligula, to 
whom he was ſent on an Embaſſy in their behalf, Be of good 
chear, Brethren, ſaid he, for now ſeeing Caius is angry with 
us, God will be for us and againſt him, When the moſt Pow- 
erful Enemies conſpire againſt us, and ſhew their fury a- 
— us, then the moſt High will be our Defender and De- 
iverer: We muſt place the Laſt Reſort of all here. Only for- 
get not this, that Faith and Confidence muſt always be at- 
tended with a ſuĩtable Practice. Truſt in the Lord, and do good* 
But if you ſeparate this latter from the former, you cannot 
reaſonably expect any good Succeſs. Wherefore, a 


IV. And laſtly, If you would hive GOD to be with 
you, to bleſs your Forces and Armies in time of War, then do 
you be with him. This Inference I ground upon 2 Chron. 1 5.2. 
GOD had proſpered King Aſa and his Armies, and ſent them 
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back Victorious: Whereupon the Prophet Axariah met him, 
and (aid, Hear ye me, A/a, and all Judah and Benjamin: The 
Lord ñ with you while ye be with him. As much as to ſay, 
GOD will be preſent with your Forces when they go out 
to Bartle, if you and they comply with his Laws, and conform 
your Lives to them; if you be careful not only to ſeek him 
by Prayer, and to cleave to him by Faith, but to turn from 
our wicked ways, and ſet yourſelves to ſerve GOD and o- 
— his Precepts; then you ſhall find] him to be a Preſent 
help in time of trouble, you ſhall fight your Foes with Ho- 
nour and good Succeſs, and no weapon formed againſt you 
ſhall proſper. If you would haye G OD to be your Com- 
mander and Captain at the head of your Armies, remember 
to make him your Leader and Guide in your Lives. Be ru- 
led and govern'd by him, liſten to his Laws, do what he com- 
mands you. Know this, that he will be no Leader to them 
who fight ander Satan's Banner, who are led by their Lufts 
and wicked inclinations. In Foſpua's Exhortation to the Peo- 
ple of I/ iel it is obſervable that when he had acquainted 
them that t was the Lord their God that fought for them, He 
immediately adds, Take good heed therefore unto your ſelves that 
ye love the Lord your God. Elſe if ye doin any wiſe go back, know 
for a certainty that the Lord your God will no more drive out any 
f the Nations from before you, Fol. 23 10. GW. | 
My Exhortation unto you this Day is the ſame, It is 
GOD. chat muſt fight for you, therefore fight not againſt 
him either in your Hearts or Lives. Go not back in your 
Love of G0 D and his ways: Diſpleaſe him not by your 
wicked and vitious Lives, for if you do ſo, you may expect 
to feel his Hand very ſevere upon you. After the expenſe 
of ſo much Blood and Treaſure, after your Conqueſts in the 
Field, after your TE DE V Ms and Thankſgiving in your 
Churches, after your Triumphs and Proceſſions in your Streets, 
after the Trophies hung in your Halls, your Enemies ſhall 
afreſh break in upon you like a reſiſtleſs Hurricane. Let me 
then intreat you to be very careful of your Carriage and De- 
rement; do nor provoke the G OD of Heaven at the very 
inſtant hen you are expecting Mercies from him, and look- 
ing to hear goqd tidings from abroad. Do not flatter your 
ſelves that GOD will Bleſs your Forces at Sea and in Fo- 
reign parts whilft you have the impudence to act Irreligiouſly 
and Prophanely at home at the ſame time. Let us not deceive 
our ſelves: Victory belongs only to the Good; which per- 
þaps is intimated to us in the Holy Tongue, where the ue 
| | Wor 
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Word fignifies to be Innocent and to Overcome, Purity and 
Innocency, and particularly in thoſe that are engag d in War, 
are Great Advantages. To which purpoſe I have met 
with an Excellent paſſage in Cyrus's Life, well worth our 
oblervnig, 1 He made account, faith the Hiftorian 
* that the Religion and Piety of his Soldiers would prove 
« —— 2 to Him (as well as to them) and accordingly 
« approvd of the reſolution of thoſe of them, who our of 
« reaſon and judgment choſe rather to commit themſelves to 
“ Sea, and to fail in the Company of ſuch who they knew 
« were Mligious, than of thoſe who were ſuſpected to be 
Men of Impious defigns and practices. This Great M 

of Arms was rightly perſwaded that Religion is ro be look 

after in the firſt place both by Commanders and Soldiers, and 


to be reckon'd by them as their beſt Preſervative, and their 
greateſt Safety. 


And it is true that it ought to be minded by every rr 
us, for we ate all concern d in the Affairs and Iſſues of War: 


And we are to remember that Theſe depend on our Good Be- 
haviowr : To which G OD and our own Conſciences know 
we can make bur little prerence: Yea, we have behaved our 
ſelves like a moſt Profligate Race of Men. Admir thar thoſe 
who lately ſer up for Prophets among us were Entbuſiaſtick 
Impoſtors, yet tis certain that we may look for ſome Ex!r10r- 
dinary Meſſengers, Commiſſion d from Heaven, to rouze and ter- 
rify us, and denounce Judgments againſt the City and Nati- 
on: And even thole foreſaid Perſons are ſo far True Prophets 
as they ſay no other than what we may juſtly expect will come 
to paſs, Fire, Sword, Blood and Ruin, as the reward of that 
 Debauchery and Prophaneſs, that Infideliry and Atheiſm, that 
Blaſphemy, Sodomy, and other horrid Exorbitances which 
are found among vs, Wherefore let us make good uſe of 
theſe late Prophetick Pretenſions, and be reminded and warned 
thereby to rake care how to eſcape the Wrath of the Almigh- 

ty, and to ſecure the Intere ſt of our Holy Religion, and the 


ommon Safety and Welfare. Let us all unanimouſly agree 


to Reform whatever is amiſs in our Lives, and ſeriouſly ro 
addict our ſelves to Religion and Godlineſs. Let our Rulers 
in Church and State, our Nobles, our Gentry, our Clergy, 
our Preachers, our Divines, our Men of Buſineſs and Tra- 
fick, our Military Men, our Mariners, together with the 
whole Body of the Kingdom, ftrive who ſhall moſt adorn the 
Doctrine of GOD our Saviour in all things, who ſhall moſt 
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ithfully 
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Faithfully and Zealouſly aſſert the Cauſe of Religion, and 
13 ir to the World by a Holy and Exemplary Lite; 
in this Arheiftical and Prophane Generation, 222 
To ſhit üp l all, Let us take unto w the whole Armour of God 
fas the Apoſtle adviſes us) having our logns girt about with Truth, 
and having on the Breaſt-plate of Righteauſneſs, and our Feet 
Shod with the preparation of the Geſpel of peace: Above all, tal- 
ing the ſhield of Faith, and putting on the Helmet of Salvation, 
and the Sword of the Spirit, which i the Word of God; Praying 
elways with all Prayer and Supplication in the Spirit, and watch- 
ing thereunto with all Perſeverance, Being thus eqyipp'd and 
appointed, we may look our Enemies in the Face, and on good 
Ground hope that G O D will proſper our Military under - 
takings, and make us a Succeſsful, Victorious and Trium— 

hant People, and bleſs us with an Honourable and Laſting 

eace. Which GOD in his infinite Mercy vouchſafe for 
the Merits and Mediation of Chriſt Jefus our Lord, do whom 
be given all Honour and Glory to Eternal Ages, Amen. 


Jui Publiſhed. 
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| Light; in Three Parts: Firſt of the Nature of Faith, 
Confidered in its 1½. Eſſential Parts. 24). O poſites. 340%. 
Effects. Secondly, Of Juſtification by Faith A a where is 
amply defended the late Exploded Doctrine of the Impu- 
ation of our Sins to Chriſt ; and of his Righteoufneſs to us. 

Thirdly, Of rhe e to Reconcile the two Apoſtles a- 

bout the Doctrine of Juſtification. Being the 24. Part of the 

Theological Treaſures, which are td Compoſe a large Body of 
Chriſtian Divinity. By 7obn Edwards DD. 


